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New Council Member Ben Kallos Visits PS 
290 
 

Ben Kallos, our new City 
Council representative, visit-
ed PS 290 on Friday, March 
21 to discuss ways that the 
City Council can help us fund 
our dream of a rooftop gar-
den. Touring our rooftop with 
Principal Sharon Hill, Tech-
nology Teacher Steven Jaffe, 
Parent Coordinator Sally 
Mason, and our PTA co-
presidents, Frank Fuchs and 
Marina Niceta de Palazzi, Ben was able to see first hand how a “Green 
Roof” could enrich our student’s science studies, particularly in the area 
of environmental sustainability. Ben was escorted in and out of class-
rooms throughout our school, where he enjoyed meeting students and 
teachers and discussing the 3R’s: Reuse, Recycle, Renew.  He was 
especially impressed when our students also knew the 4th “R” – Com-
posting!   
 

As a graduate of Bronx Science High School and SUNY Albany, Ben is a 
strong advocate of public schools. He appreciated the joyful learning 
taking place in every corner of our school, as well as the space con-
straints we confront on a daily basis. He could see that our teachers and 
students would make the most of a rooftop “classroom” where STEM  - 
Science, Technology, Engineering & Technology – experiments could be 
conducted in spacious sunshine.   
 
 

We need a commitment of more than a million dollars to begin the reno-
vations necessary to create a “Green Roof” at PS 290.  Please feel free 
to contact City Council Member Ben Kallos to let him know that you want 
him to support this project. He in an extremely accessible advocate and 
will be very happy to address all concerns you have as a member of our 
community. You can reach him at bkallos@council.nyc.gov or 212-960-
1950. His office is in our neighborhood at 244 E. 93rd Street. For more 
information go to benkallos.com.  
 

Nominating Committee for 20142015 
 

Elections for next year’s Nominating Committee were held at Wednes-
day‘s PTA meeting. Congratulations to the 2014-2015 Nominating Com-
mittee: Ofier Sigal, Anne Bergman, and Irene Linsky.  
 

 

MNSOPOLY IS HERE! TOMORROW!!! 
  
Saturday, March 29, 2014, 6:30 PM 
The Ballroom at Temple Israel, 112 East 75th Street (between 
Lexington and Park Avenues). 
  
  
Please join us tomorrow for the PS 290 auction benefit, MNS-OPOLY 
2014.  Tickets are still being sold online, at 
www.biddingforgood.com/MNS2014 - if you haven't RSVP'd it's not too 
late, go online and order your tickets, it's super easy!! 
 

The menu for the evening of the auction is amazing. Agata & Valentina 
and Fairway will provide hors d’ oeuvres; Chop’t 
will have a variety of delicious salads; Amura res-
taurant will be serving sushi and other Japanese 
treats; Blockheads will set up a "Taco Party Bar", 
Fratelli will feature pasta; and the new restaurant 
Drunken Munkey, owned by a PS 290 family, will 
also be serving delicious signature appetizers and 
a delectable punch. And, save room for dessert!  
Pinkberry will serve yogurt cups with a toppings 
bar, Bonjour Crepes & Wine will cook their signa-

ture treats; Gabriella’s Cookie Chip Company will feature a delicious 
selection of cookies; I Luv Ur Cakes will have cupcakes; and Canale will 
offer sweet tastes.  
 

RAFFLES: You still have many more CHANCES to be in it! Tickets for all 
three raffles - Teacher Playdates, Big Chance, and Community Chest 
Spring Baskets - will be sold at the auction on the 29th. For a full descrip-
tion of all raffles, please go to the PS 290 website: www.ps290.org. 
  

 This year's auction will be a blast!  We look forward to seeing everyone 
tomorrow for a fabulous adult evening out. Thank you for your support of 
PS 290! 
 

- Lauren Girshon, Lisa Ross, and Ginny Katz- Auction Co-chairs 
 

Online Auction Begins Today! 
March 28 – April 6 
Log on to www.biddingforgood.com/MNS2014 between today, Friday, 
and April 6 to bid for fantastic items that you will not find at the live auc-
tion on Saturday, including hotels, restaurants, summer camps, kids 
classes, sports tickets, and fashion. 
***When the online auction opens today, be sure to bid on two tickets for 
the Brooklyn Nets vs. the Houston Rockets this Tuesday, April 1!!  
Seats are in section 105, row 4. PLEASE NOTE: this item will close on 
Sunday March 31at 10 PM to ensure winning bidder receives their tickets 
in time. Good luck! 

We Need Auction Volunteers! 
We still need volunteers to help make this year's spring benefit a suc-
cess!  Whether you can help for one, two, three or more hours on Friday 
or Saturday or during the event, PLEASE SIGN UP to help!  And ask 
your friends to sign up and help with you!  The more help we have the 
smaller our shifts will be. 
 

We need help decorating and merchandising the auction items. If you are 
attending the benefit, please also consider volunteering for an hour or so 
during the auction with registration, raffle sales, or check-out. 
 

To volunteer, please contact Maryann Leung at: maryann-
mleung@gmail.com. Thank you!!!! 

 

EVENTS 
NEXT WEEK 
4/1-4/3 NYS English Language Arts exam 
FUTURE EVENTS 
4/8 SLT Meeting, 7:30 AM 
4/14-4/22 NO SCHOOL – Spring Recess 
4/23 Back to School! 
4/23 Lice Check 
4/23 Executive Board PTA Meeting, 6 PM 
4/23 General PTA Meeting, 7:15 PM, Café 
4/24 Coffee with Sharon, Kindergarten 
4/28 Speaker Shelley Harwayne, 7 PM 
4/30-5/2 NYS Mathematics exam  
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Annual Appeal at MNS 
 

Do you know that your generosity to MNS's Annual Appeal has a direct 
effect on the quality of life for your child at MNS? As the warm weather 
begins, monies from the PTA Fund will pay for maintaining the air condi-
tioning. Now that the snow is gone, the children can enjoy the climbing 
structure which was paid for by the PTA last year. And every day, the 
children eat lunch at tables that can be folded and stored in order to turn 
the café into a gym, all funded by the PTA.  
 

If you have yet to contribute to the Annual Fund this year, please consid-
er doing so now. We are behind where we were last year at this time, 
and we want to continue to give MNS the support it needs to continue to 
be one of the best neighborhood schools in the city. Donation forms can 
be found at www.ps290.org. To see what other expenditures your monies 
pay for, look under the Annual Appeal tab. 
 

- Kathleen Cashin, Ginny Katz, and Terry Persina - the Annual Appeal 
Committee 
 

Fifth Grade Boys Social Group 
 

Greetings Fifth Grade Families, 
 

Please look out for an e-mail or check Valerie’s webpage, which you can 
access from the ps290.org homepage, for an invitation/permission slip to 
the Fifth Grade Boys Social Group. Thank you. 
 

- Valerie Radetzky, Guidance Counselor 
 

Access Testing Tips from Valerie 
Greetings 3rd, 4th and 5th Grade Families: 
 

Please avail yourself of my webpage which you can access from the 
www.ps290.org homepage by clicking on "Valerie's Guidance/Middle 
School Page." Click on "TESTING TIPS" to get strategies for testing in 
general and, specifically, for the upcoming State Tests.  
 

Thank you! 
- Valerie Radetzky, Guidance Counselor  
Fourth Grade Ashokan Trip 
 

As we prepare for the big fourth grade trip to Ashokan, there are a few 
important points to review:  
 

1. We are still missing paperwork from a number of children. Please remit 
the paperwork (DOE Permission Slip, Authorization and Release, Health 
and Authorization to Dispense Medication (with a doctor's and parent 
signature). These forms must be submitted with payment by extend-
ed date of  Friday April 4. This will be the final date to accept forms 
before they are submitted to Ashokan.  
 

2. The cost of the trip is $265 per child. The trip is a 3-day, 2- 
night experience (May 14-16).  The cost includes transportation, meals, 
lodging, day and evening activities, and t-shirts. Scholarships are availa-
ble.   
 

3. If anyone is interested in sponsoring an additional child please con-
tact any fourth grade delegate. The generosity of sponsoring families is 
greatly appreciated! 
 
 

Please contact Jodi Heller (Jodiheller@yahoo.com), Jeanne Shapiro 
(Jcharla@yahoo.com), or Lauren Girshon (Lgirshon@nyc.rr.com) 
if you have any questions. 
 

Thank you! We look forward to an awesome trip!!! 
 

- Jodi Heller, Jeanne Shapiro and Lauren Girshon, 4th Grade Delegates  
 

Upcoming Chess Tournaments 
 

These are the remaining Chess Tournaments that Michael Rohde will 
coach this academic year: 
 

April 6 - Hunter 
April 27 -  PS 6 
May 4th - Hunter 
June 1st - PS 6 
 

We encourage all PS 290 players to participate. Contact Maria Genkin at 
mgenkin@ps290.org for information on how to register. 
 
 

Learning Environment Survey Update:  
Deadline is Friday, April 11 – Two Weeks 
from Today 
 
 

The DOE has sent us an update on our survey response rate. As of 
March 20, only 13 percent of our parent body have completed the survey!   
Only 82 out of 530, our total number of families, have participated. You 
should only submit one survey per family, basing your responses on your 
oldest child’s information.    
 

Thank you to all of you who have completed your survey. However, if 
you are one of the 448 families that have not yet filled out your sur-
vey, please do so ASAP!  The deadline for responding is Friday, 
April 11 – only 2 weeks from now.  If you have lost your survey or nev-
er received it, you can call the DOE’s free survey hotline at 1-800-
690-8603 to retrieve a replacement serial ID, with which you may 
complete the online survey at surveys@schools.nyc.gov.  If you 
have any questions concerning filling out your survey, please feel free to 
call our parent coordinator, Sally Mason, at 212-734-7127, ext. 5 and she 
will help you. You can also call the NYC helpline: 311 to be connected to 
the survey help desk.   
 

PLEASE COMPLETE YOUR LEARNING ENVIRONMENT SURVEY 
ASAP!  Thank you so much for your cooperation! 
 

Asphalt Green’s “The Big Swim” 
 

Saturday, May 3 
 

As many of you know, our second graders take swimming lessons during 
the school day through our “Waterproofing” partnership with the Asphalt 
Green, at 90th Street and York Avenue. “The Big Swim,” Asphalt 
Green’s annual FREE swim meet for children aged 6 to 12, is coming up 
on Saturday, May 3.  
 

At The Big Swim each child stands on a diving block, hears the starting 
gun, and swims a 25-yard race, swimming to the finish with the roar of 
the crowd behind them. After the race, every participant gets a medal, t-
shirt and a chance to meet Olympic swimmers!  For many kids, The Big 
Swim, is their first swim meet. Some children are so inspired by the meet 
that they go on to compete with the Asphalt Green swim team. For every 
child, the fun, camaraderie and sense of accomplishment make it a truly 
unique day to remember.  
 

Advance registration is required. You can register online for The 
Big Swim at ASPHALTGREEN.ORG/BIGSWIM (DEADLINE: April 23), 
or request a registration form from our Parent Coordinator, Sally Mason 
(212-734-7127, ext. 5 or smason@ps290.org). Fax the completed regis-
tration form to 212-722-1701 or mail it to: Asphalt Green, 555 East 90th 
Street, NYC, NY 10128-7803.  For more information call 888-9SWIMNY 
(888-979-4669).     
 

The School of American Ballet at Lincoln 
Center Community Auditions 
 

Friday, April 4, the Harlem School of the Arts, 645 St. Nicholas Ave. 
in Harlem, 6:30 PM 
Friday, April 11, P.S. 124, 40 Division Street, in Chinatown, 6:30 PM 
 
 

The School of American Ballet at Lincoln Center will be holding auditions 
for children ages 6-10. No previous ballet training is required. The school 
looks for well-coordinated children with an affinity for movement and 
music. However, because their enrollment is relatively small at all age 
levels, there are a limited number of openings. SAB is located at 165 
West 65 Street in Manhattan and tuition assistance is available. Auditions 
will also be held in other boroughs on different dates if the Manhattan 
auditions are not convenient for your family. For more information call 
212-769-6600 or visit www.sab.org.   
 

New York Family Camp Fair 
 

Saturday, April 5, 12 PM- 3 PM 
The St. Jean Baptiste High School                                              
173 East 75th Street (between 3rd & Lexington Aves.)    
 

New York Family magazine and ACA-NY are hosting a free camp fair to 
help guide parents in their search for the right camp. Come meet dozens 
of different camp directors from local day camps and sleepaway camps.  
Pre-register at: newyorkfamilycamps.com.                                                                        
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MNS Fundraisers 
 
MY ECO 
 

When you shop with reusable bags at participating retailers, our school 
can earn needed funds! It’s easy! 
 

1. Download the MY ECO App from your Apple or Google App store and 
choose our school. 
2. Identify yourself as a MY ECO shopper to the cashier. 
3. Scan the QR code at the checkout.   
4. Enter the total value of your transaction. 
 

MNS will get money for every reusable bag that you use, and while we 
raise money for the school you are also doing your bit for the environ-
ment.  
 

If you are interested in purchasing the reusable bags, please contact 
Natalie Barnett at barnett.nat@gmail.com and she will make arrange-
ments to meet with you. 
 

Currently, D'Agostino and Food Emporium are participating retailers.  
 

Click the link below for an instructional video; 
http://m.youtube.com/watch?v=P894PEpIqB8 
 

Amazon! 
 

Please continue placing your orders on Amazon. No purchase is too 
small! We earn most of our money on purchases of items that cost under 
$20. And remember, the more items ordered - the higher the percentage 
we receive back! Please remember to use our Amazon link every time 
you need to shop. One PS 290 parent who is in the midst of a renovation 
had the great idea of ordering all her plumbing fixtures on Amazon! She 
saved time, and school received 7 percent of her total purchases. Go to 
our home page or save the link in your favorites! 
 

Via 
 

PS 290 has teamed up with Via, a new luxury rideshare service operating 
between the UES and Midtown... 

 Book on your iPhone 
 Get picked up in a premium SUV 
 Ride at the speed of a taxi with others headed the same way 
 Reduce your carbon footprint 

 

…all for a low flat fare. The best part? Via donates 10 percent of the 
fare for each ride a PS 290 parent takes back to PS 290 (up to 
$50/parent). 
 

Download the Via app, and email info@ridewithvia.com to let them know 
you're a PS 290 parent! 
 

Hotels.com Rewards 

There is still time to plan your spring break, and it is never early to start 
planning your summer. Please don't forget that when you use Hotels.com 
link on PS290 Website, school gets 5.5 percent back on the total cost of 
your trip, while you get convenience and points towards free stay in any 
hotel in the world! 

MNS and MagazineAgent  Fundraiser 
 

Order your magazine subscriptions online! 40 percent of all proceeds will 
go to MNS PTA Fund. Go to the PS 290 website (www.ps290.org), and 
click on MagazineAgent link on the lower right side of the page. This 
fundraiser is ongoing and has no end date! 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

General PTA Meeting Minutes 
 

Wednesday, March 26 
 
Meeting commenced at 7:20 PM, led by Co-presidents Frank Fuchs and 
Marina Niceta de Palazzi. 
  

Minutes from the February 26th General PTA meeting, as appeared in 
the February 28th edition of Newsflash, were approved by a show of 
hands.  
  

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 
  

Sharon reported that last Friday we hosted our new City Council Mem-
ber, Ben Kallos. He spent most of the morning here to discuss ways he 
could support MNS. One of the items they discussed is the rooftop gar-
den with a science focus, which Sharon and Steve Jaffe have been plan-
ning. Once we have $1,000,000 in hand, we can proceed with the plans. 
So far, we have $300,000 from Jessica Lappin, and we asked Ben Kallos 
for an additional $500,000. He is in favor of the endeavor and will let us 
know. Soon we will be hosting Manhattan Borough President, Gail Brew-
er, to forge a relationship with her as well.  
  

While Ben was here, he asked us to come up with a punch list of other 
items we would like him to consider when funds become available. The 
fifth graders said they would like microscopes. We also have some capi-
tal improvements that are needed in the building, and he will be helping 
us out with the cost of lunch trays. Providing his schedule allows, Ben will 
be at the Fest flipping veggie burgers, and will also be speaking at grad-
uation. We hope everyone will get to meet Ben at one of these events. 
  

Sally Mason added that if anyone wants to send an email to Ben welcom-
ing him to our community and thanking him for his interest in our rooftop 
garden, please go ahead and do so, as he would likely appreciate hear-
ing from us. Ben can be reached at bkallos@council.nyc.gov. 
  
 

It was brought to Sharon’s attention that there was some anxiety in the 
third grade classrooms about the upcoming state tests, so she went to 
each classroom to give them a little pep talk. The testing materials are a 
little more difficult than the children are accustomed to, and she gave 
them the analogy of prepping for a marathon: the goal is to train on the 
steepest hills you can find so that when you run the race, it’s not as chal-
lenging. The message she aimed to relay to the children, and that she 
hopes parents will reinforce at home, is to stay focused and calm. 
  

TREASURER’S REPORT 
 

Melot Lorch handed out hard copies of the budget and reviewed several 
items. The Annual Appeal is at $300,000, of which $43,000 of that is from 
matching gifts. The Afterschool income of $420,000, including the second 
semester program registration of $184,000, surpassed the full year 
budget of $350,000 by 31.42 percent. Of the auction income listed, 
$16,000 is from the January online auction, $6,000 is from the online 
auction ticket sales and the rest is from the raffle tickets and underwriting 
monetary donations. The costs of the auction baskets of $2,500 was 
netted against the income. 
 
 

ANNUAL APPEAL 
 

On behalf of Ginny Katz, Marina reported that we are at 40 percent par-
ticipation. Remember, no gift to the Annual Appeal is too small; we’d love 
to get to 100 percent family participation. 
 
 

AUCTION 
 

The Auction is coming up! Marina asked that everyone please try to pur-
chase their tickets in advance, to shorten the line at the door. Baskets 
are outside all week and the winners will be announced at the Auction. 
The event starts at 6:30 on Saturday, and we hope to see you all there. 
 
 

LUNCH CLUBS 
 

Harley Abrevaya announced that thus far, the supplies fees have been 
received from about 50 percent of families, with the trend being K-2. It is 
not too late; if you haven’t already sent in your supplies fee, you can still 
do so. Another reminder will be sent out via email.   
 

Caroline, who teaches Circus, Newspaper, and Improv is pregnant and 
due at the end of May, so she will be having her performances before 
then.  
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OTHER 
 

Marina announced that the Nominating Committee is set up, consisting of 
Ofier Sigal, Anne Bergman, and Irene Linsky. If anyone is interested in 
running for a position on next year’s Executive Board, please look for 
information in Newsflash about how and when to submit your name. 
 

Ellen Jacobs, a longtime friend of MNS and family counselor, spoke to 
the parent community about how to talk to your kids about sexuality. 
 

Meeting adjourned at 8:30 PM. 
  
Debra Goldstein 
Recording Secretary 
Emma Krasner, Grade 5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


