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State of the District 2019
Invocation

Reverend Beverly Dempsey

Jan Hus Presbyterian Church
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State of the District 2019
ñIfò a Poem by Rudyard Kipling

If you can keep your head when all about you

Are losing theirs and blaming it on you,

If you can trust yourself when all people doubt you,

But make allowance for their doubting too;

If you can wait and not be tired by waiting,

Or being lied about, donôt deal in lies,

Or being hated, donôt give way to hating,
And yet donôt look too good, nor talk too wise:
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State of the District 2019
ñIfò a Poem by Rudyard Kipling

If you can dreamðand not make dreams your master;

If you can thinkðand not make thoughts your aim;

If you can meet with Triumph and Disaster

And treat those two impostors just the same;

If you can bear to hear the truth youôve spoken

Twisted by knaves to make a trap for fools,

Or watch the things you gave your life to, broken,

And stoop and build ôem up with worn-out tools



/BenKallos

State of the District 2019
ñIfò a Poem by Rudyard Kipling

If you can make one heap of all your winnings

And risk it on one turn of pitch-and-toss,

And lose, and start again at your beginnings

And never breathe a word about your loss;

If you can force your heart and nerve and sinew

To serve your turn long after they are gone,

And so hold on when there is nothing in you

Except the Will which says to them: óHold on!ô
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State of the District 2019
ñIfò a Poem by Rudyard Kipling

If you can talk with crowds and keep your virtue,

Or walk with Kingsðnor lose the common touch,

If neither foes nor loving friends can hurt you,

If all people count with you, but none too much;

If you can fill the unforgiving minute

With sixty secondsô worth of distance run,

Yours is the Earth and everything thatôs in it,

Andðwhich is moreðyouôll be an person of 
character!
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ÅOpen Office

ÅGovernment Reform

ÅEducation

ÅAffordable Housing

ÅParks

ÅOverdevelopment

ÅParticipatory Budgeting

ÅHealth & The 

Environment

ÅMarine Transfer Station

ÅTransportation

ÅCleaning up the 

Neighborhood

ÅQuality of Life

ÅHomelessness
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Å First Fridays, 8am ï10am

ÅPolicy Night, 2nd Tuesday, 5pm

Å Legal Clinics, 3pm ï6pm

Å Housing, Every Monday

Å Family Law and Domestic Violence, 1st Tuesday

Å Life Planning, 3rd Wednesday

ÅMobile Hours at Senior Centers, 11am ï2pm

Å Stanley Isaacs, 2nd Tuesday

Å Roosevelt Island, 4th Wednesday

ÅStreet Fairs, Greenmarkets & Fresh Food Box

ÅBen In Your Building
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Here to Help
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Heroes and villains: Naming the names of NYC Council members 

who do the right thing on lulus, and those who don't

ñHere are the local heroes: Ben Kallos [relinquishes] $8,000.ò

8/2/2015

Eliminating òLegal Greaseó & Outside Income



Council Ethics Reforms Become the Model
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No Albany Pay Raise Without Limits on Outside Income 

November 25, 2018

If  lawmakers want to be paid as much as New York City Council 

members, they should be willing to act as responsibly. In 2016, 

city lawmakers took an open vote to increase membersõ pay from 

$112,500, while banning most forms of  outside income and 

lulus. 



Online Voter Registration
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Campaign Finance Reform: Big Money Out!
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5% of us give more money 

than everyone else combined



Campaign Finance Reform: Big Money Out!
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Campaign Finance Reform: Big Money Out!
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Campaign Finance Reform: Big Money Out!
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Community Boards: Apply Today!
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Charter Revision
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72 Proposals for a Better City @ BenKallos.com/Charter2019
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Universal Pre -K for All
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Universal Pre -K
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Schools Seats
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640 New Seats Planned
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GPS on School Buses



Å Physiological:

Å Breakfast After the Bell & Universal Lunch

Å Universal Supper

Å Safety, Love & Belonging

Å Universal Afterschool

Å Universal Youth Jobs

Wrap Around Services
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Maslowôs Hierarchy of Needs
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Universal Free Lunch
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Annual Art Show at Sothebyôs
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Investing in Libraries
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Affordable Housing

Landlords Fail To List 50,000 N.Y.C. Apartments for Rent Limits
November 5, 2015

Owners are getting $100 million in property tax breaks while violating the law requiring 

them to officially register...

Bill Seeking Transparency in Affordable 

Housing Passes New York City Council

December 19, 2017
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Affordable Housing

Bill would require NYC developers to disclose 

relationships with politicians January 8, 2019

Council bill aims to impose prevailing wage 

on all city-subsidized projects January 8, 2019

Kallos countered that paying workers less than prevailing wage actually makes the 

affordable housing crisis worse by creating demand for housing at deeper levels of 

affordability. ñIôm disappointed to learn even the construction workers canôt afford the 

affordable housing that they are building,ò he said.
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NYCHA Infill
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The Brearley School Overhang

Before After
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Security Cameras
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ÅLocal Heroes

ÅHerndon Werth
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ÅLocal Heroes

ÅHerndon Werth

ÅCharles Fernandez

Community Groups on Manhattanôs East Side 

Fight Proposed 950-foot Tower

November 27, 2016


