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State of the District 2019
Invocation

Reverend Beverly Dempsey

Jan Hus Presbyterian Church
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State of the District 2019
“If” a Poem by Rudyard Kipling

If you can keep your head when all about you

Are losing theirs and blaming it on you,

If you can trust yourself when all people doubt you,

But make allowance for their doubting too;

If you can wait and not be tired by waiting,

Or being lied about, don’t deal in lies,

Or being hated, don’t give way to hating,
And yet don’t look too good, nor talk too wise:
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State of the District 2019
“If” a Poem by Rudyard Kipling

If you can dream—and not make dreams your master;

If you can think—and not make thoughts your aim;

If you can meet with Triumph and Disaster

And treat those two impostors just the same;

If you can bear to hear the truth you’ve spoken

Twisted by knaves to make a trap for fools,

Or watch the things you gave your life to, broken,

And stoop and build ’em up with worn-out tools
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State of the District 2019
“If” a Poem by Rudyard Kipling

If you can make one heap of all your winnings

And risk it on one turn of pitch-and-toss,

And lose, and start again at your beginnings

And never breathe a word about your loss;

If you can force your heart and nerve and sinew

To serve your turn long after they are gone,

And so hold on when there is nothing in you

Except the Will which says to them: ‘Hold on!’
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State of the District 2019
“If” a Poem by Rudyard Kipling

If you can talk with crowds and keep your virtue,

Or walk with Kings—nor lose the common touch,

If neither foes nor loving friends can hurt you,

If all people count with you, but none too much;

If you can fill the unforgiving minute

With sixty seconds’ worth of distance run,

Yours is the Earth and everything that’s in it,

And—which is more—you’ll be an person of 
character!
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• Open Office

• Government Reform

• Education

• Affordable Housing

• Parks

• Overdevelopment

• Participatory Budgeting

• Health & The 

Environment

• Marine Transfer Station

• Transportation

• Cleaning up the 

Neighborhood

• Quality of Life

• Homelessness
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• First Fridays, 8am – 10am

• Policy Night, 2nd Tuesday, 5pm

• Legal Clinics, 3pm – 6pm

• Housing, Every Monday

• Family Law and Domestic Violence, 1st Tuesday

• Life Planning, 3rd Wednesday

• Mobile Hours at Senior Centers, 11am – 2pm

• Stanley Isaacs, 2nd Tuesday

• Roosevelt Island, 4th Wednesday

• Street Fairs, Greenmarkets & Fresh Food Box

• Ben In Your Building
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Here to Help
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Heroes and villains: Naming the names of NYC Council members 

who do the right thing on lulus, and those who don't

“Here are the local heroes: Ben Kallos [relinquishes] $8,000.”

8/2/2015

Eliminating “Legal Grease” & Outside Income



Council Ethics Reforms Become the Model
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No Albany Pay Raise Without Limits on Outside Income 

November 25, 2018

If  lawmakers want to be paid as much as New York City Council 

members, they should be willing to act as responsibly. In 2016, 

city lawmakers took an open vote to increase members’ pay from 

$112,500, while banning most forms of  outside income and 

lulus. 



Online Voter Registration
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Campaign Finance Reform: Big Money Out!

/BenKallos

5% of us give more money 

than everyone else combined



Campaign Finance Reform: Big Money Out!
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Campaign Finance Reform: Big Money Out!
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Campaign Finance Reform: Big Money Out!
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Community Boards: Apply Today!
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Charter Revision
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72 Proposals for a Better City @ BenKallos.com/Charter2019
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Universal Pre-K for All
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Universal Pre-K
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Schools Seats
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640 New Seats Planned
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GPS on School Buses



• Physiological:

• Breakfast After the Bell & Universal Lunch

• Universal Supper

• Safety, Love & Belonging

• Universal Afterschool

• Universal Youth Jobs

Wrap Around Services
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Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs
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Universal Free Lunch
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Annual Art Show at Sotheby’s
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Investing in Libraries
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Affordable Housing

Landlords Fail To List 50,000 N.Y.C. Apartments for Rent Limits
November 5, 2015

Owners are getting $100 million in property tax breaks while violating the law requiring 

them to officially register...

Bill Seeking Transparency in Affordable 

Housing Passes New York City Council

December 19, 2017
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Affordable Housing

Bill would require NYC developers to disclose 

relationships with politicians January 8, 2019

Council bill aims to impose prevailing wage 

on all city-subsidized projects January 8, 2019

Kallos countered that paying workers less than prevailing wage actually makes the 

affordable housing crisis worse by creating demand for housing at deeper levels of 

affordability. “I’m disappointed to learn even the construction workers can’t afford the 

affordable housing that they are building,” he said.
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NYCHA Infill
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The Brearley School Overhang

Before After
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Security Cameras
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• Local Heroes

• Herndon Werth



/BenKallos

• Local Heroes

• Herndon Werth

• Charles Fernandez

Community Groups on Manhattan’s East Side 

Fight Proposed 950-foot Tower

November 27, 2016
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Join the Fight

ERFA.nyc/donate
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Close the Loopholes to Keep 

Development Predictable

Friends-UES.org
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Participatory Budgeting: $3.1 Million in Green Roofs & $3.8 million in STEM
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Protecting Public Health & Saving Lives



Protecting Public Health from Legionaires’

/BenKallos

As Cooling Tower Owners Flout Legionnaires' 

Law, City Council Looks to Crack Down
October 17, 2018

"As the Health Department issues violations to bring towers into 

compliance, many buildings with cooling towers are still failing to 

report the results of  their inspections, leaving us to wonder if  

inspections are occurring at all," bill sponsor Councilman Ben 

Kallos said.
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Plastic Bottle Ban



/BenKallos

Health & the Environment: Ban Toxic Pesticides
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Health & the Environment: Reusable Bags
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 Exposed high costs

 Introduced air quality monitoring legislation 

 Ensured zoned trash pickup is done fairly

 Brought attention to dangers of garbage trucks

 Secured funding for guardrails on garbage trucks

 Moved the ramp to protect 35,000 children

 Reduce use to an average of only 40 - 50 trucks

Marine Transfer Station
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Marine Transfer Station: Fewer Trucks
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Transportation: NYC Ferry
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Transportation: Select Bus Service 

for M86 & M79

Express Bus Service Shows Promise in New York

July 19, 2015
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Transportation: Second Avenue Subway
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Bike Safety Program

• Safety Neckdowns

• Pedestrian Leading 
Intervals

• NYPD Enforcement

• Protected Bike Lanes

• Pedestrian and Bike 
Crossing

• Closing the “Second 
Avenue Gap

BenKallos.com/livable-streets



Quality of Life
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322 New Large Covered Trash Cans 



Quality of Life
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BenKallos.com/BID/Support
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• 22,463 children

• 16,948 family members

• 5,400 adults in families

• 4,471 single women

• 11,831 single men

Homeless Unsheltered on Our Streets

• 3,892 unsheltered men and women

Homeless in Shelters
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East Side Taskforce for Homeless Outreach and Services (ETHOS)
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Homelessness & ETHOS: Supportive Housing
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Help the Homeless

• Download the 311 App

• When you see someone who is Homeless,

select Homeless Assistance in the app

• Goddard Riverside will offer the person:

• 3 meals a day

• Free Medical, Mental Health, or Substance Abuse 
Care

• Shelter, including Rent Vouchers

• Free Job Training

• It will likely take several contacts for them to accept service
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Navigating Bureaucratic Maze in the City 

to Renew Food Stamp Benefits

July 24, 2015

Automatic Benefits
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Automatic Benefits

ACCESSNYC
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Retirement Security for All
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Retirement Security for All



“Ask not what 
your country 
can do for you, 
ask what you 
can do for 
your country.”
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Team Kallos
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Join Team Kallos at BenKallos.com/volunteer
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Join us in the Lobby for

Volunteer Fair

Bagels with Ben

Photo with Ben
Bring your completed card to the line for a 

photograph with the Council Member.


