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State of the District 2019

Invocation

Reverend Beverly Dempsey

Jan Hus Presbyterian Church
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State of the District 2019

nl fo a Poem by Rudyard

If you can keep your head when all about you
Are losing theirs and blaming it on you,

If you can trust yourself when all people doubt you,
But make allowance for their doubting too;

If you can wait and not be tired by waiting,

Or being |1 ed about, dondc
Or being hated, donot gl ve
And yet donot | ook too goc

NEW YORK CITY COUNCIL MEMBER _—f‘ @ 10 a

BEN KALLOS /BenKallos




State of the District 2019

nl fo a Poem by Rudyard

If you can dreamd and not make dreams your master;
If you can thinkd and not make thoughts your aim;
If you can meet with Triumph and Disaster
And treat those two impostors just the same;
| f you can bear to hear the
Twisted by knaves to make a trap for fools,
Or watch the things you gave your life to, broken,
And st oo p emopdwithoworn-buttools
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State of the District 2019

nl fo a Poem by Rudyard

If you can make one heap of all your winnings
And risk it on one turn of pitch-and-toss,
And lose, and start again at your beginnings
And never breathe a word about your loss;
If you can force your heart and nerve and sinew
To serve your turn long after they are gone,
And so hold on when there is nothing in you
Except the W Il which say
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State of the District 2019

nl fo a Poem by Rudyard

If you can talk with crowds and keep your virtue,

Or walk with Kingsd nor lose the common touch,
If neither foes nor loving friends can hurt you,

If all people count with you, but none too much;

If you can fill the unforgiving minute
With si xty secondsoOo worth

Yours 1 s the Earth and ever
Andd whichismored y ou o | | be an pe
character!
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A Open Office A Health & The

A Government Reform Environment

A Education A Marine Transfer Station

A Affordable Housing A Transportation

A Parks A Cleaning up the
Neighborhood

A Overdevelopment | |
A Quality of Life

A Participatory Budgeting R |
omelessness
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Here to Help

A First Fridays, 8am 1 10am

A Policy Night, 2" Tuesday, 5pm

A Legal Clinics, 3pm 1 6pm
A Housing, Every Monday
A Family Law and Domestic Violence, 1st Tuesday
A Life Planning, 3rd Wednesday

A Mobile Hours at Senior Centers, 11lam 1T 2pm

A Stanley Isaacs, 2" Tuesday
A Roosevelt Island, 4" Wednesday

A Street Fairs, Greenmarkets & Fresh Food Box
A Ben In Your Building
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ElIt minating oLegal Greaseo &

DAILYNEWS 8/2/2015

Heroes and villains: Naming the names of NYC Council members
who do the right thing on lulus, and those who don't
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Council Ethics Reforms Become the Model

November 25, 2018

Che New Aork Times
No Albany Pay Raise Without Limits on Outside Income

If lawmakers want to be paid as much as New York City Councll
members, they should be willingtbas responsiblyin 2016,

city | awmakers took an open v
$112,500, whileanning most forms of outside income and
lulus.
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Onlme Voter Reglstratlon
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Campaign Finance Reform: Big Money Out!

BIG MONEY IN
ELECTIONS 2010-17

0 .
$175 or 5% of us give more money

less than everyone else combined
11%

$2,000 or More than

more $1?5
59% 30%
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Campaign Finance Reform: Big Money Out!

THE WALL STREET JOURNAL.

NYC Initiatives Seek to Curb Campaign
Contributions and Board Term Limits

New Yorkers will vote on Election Day on campaign-
finance rules, a new commission and the number of
times board members can get re-elected

By Katie Honan, Nov. 5, 2018 8:00 a.m. ET

On Election Day, voters in New York City will be able to
vote on three proposed changes to the city’s charter,
provisions that Mayor Bill de Blasio says will strengthen
local democracy.

Just remember to flip over your ballot, where voters can
check yes or no to the three initiatives...

City Councilman Ben Kallos, a Democrat who represents the
Upper East Side of Manhattan, has pushed for campaign-
finance reform since he ran for office in 2013.
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Bernie Sanders €& @BemieSanders ¥
& US Senate candidate, VT

New York City has the opportunity on Election Day to help oy R
us end billionaire domination of American politics. "

If Question #1 passes, it will be an example to the country
of strong and sensible campaign finance reform. Let's do itl

4:20 PM - Oct 31, 2018
) 899 () 376 people are talking about this o
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Campaign Finance Reform: Big Money Out!
€he New Jork Cimes

Three New York City Ballot Proposals,
One Worth Supporting
Lowering campaign contribution limits

could blunt the impact of large donations.
By The Editorial Board, Nov. 4, 2018

Ballot Proposal 1: Yes

The first proposal would lower limits for
contributions to candidates who participate in the
campaign finance system, while increasing the
funding match given for candidates in the program.
Its goal is to boost the impact of smaller donations,
to pave the way for more competition in the city’s
elections. The contribution limit for -citywide
candidates would be lowered to $2,000 from
$5,100. Matching funds would increase under the
proposal, to an 8-1 match from a 6-1 match now.

Combined, these changes would be likely to help
blunt the impact of large donations, and encourage
more candidates to run for office.
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Community Boards: Apply Today!

Community Board
2019 Application

An online version of this application is at yenhetlenbp. nye.gou/CBappl

OFFICE OF MANHATTAN BOROUGHFRESIDENT GALE A. BEEWER
* Cemtre Sreet, With 1, New Yock, NY 10007 (325 680-8300 wuwwirnanhefionl hyogoe

Thank you for yous inlerest in sevving
and representing your neighborhaod on
ime of Manhottan’s Commumity Boards.

Inavder to be considered, o complele
application must be submitted online,
postmuarked by, or delivered Lo wy office
nolater thon 5:00 pm Priday, Februory
8, 2019, (Please use the checklist on page
eight Lo enstre you have completed all
steps—especially including your resume!)

After recetpl of a complele application
and reswme Mo, my staff may contact
yowin February regarding ar inlerview
process. Appointments will be anmounced
e Spring, 2019,

Please be aware thal the Freedom of
Information Law (FOIL) may allow
for public review of this application
#pon request.

Again, thank vou for your interest,
and we look forwaerd to reviewing yowr
application.

Q. Bewer_

ale A Drewer
Manhattan Borough Presicent
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333,665

O Mr O Wwe O Ms. O Dr

. O Other:

Tast Name
Firsl Name

Howe Address: S —

Trimury Phone
Lrmnail
Which Bowd areyou applying o?

1 om applying to this Board hecanse;

(select all that apmiy}

O  Iliveinthedistricl

O Tworkin the distriot

O Iownabusiness io e districl

O Tattend scheol inthe district

O Thave asignificunl inlerest in the disteiet . .
Dlease explain: N

How did you hear about this Application Process?
(reluet all thut upply)

Twitter O Facebaok
manhattanbpoyegey O Emallblest
Current board member [ Community group
Community Bosrd wehsite oy meoeting
Borough Presice Stafl’

oooono

Hewe many gears have youheen involved with the
aTea to which you are applying?

TNow many yoars Bave you lived in NYC?

Applivation Type: 0O New O Renevwal
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Charter Revision
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Universal Pre -K
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Schools Seats
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THE NEW YORK TIMES NEW YORK TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 2017
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Bill Seeks the Disclosure of How Many Applications Each City School Is Receiving

By ELIZABETH A. HARRIS

In many places, choosing a pub-
lic school is straightforward: Stu-
dents go to school based on where
they live. In New York City, with
its myriad options and variety of
admission methods, the process is
more complicated, and many stu-
dents attend school far from
home.

In an effort to make the admis-
sions process more transparent, a
city councilman is expected to in-
troduce a bill on Wednesday that
would require the Education De-
partment to release additional
data, such as the number of appli-
cations each school receives, how
many offers it extends and where

students live.

The department already releas-
es information on school capacity,
with yearly updates on whether
schools have too many students or
too few. But this bill goes further,
requiring residency information
and public reporting on the appli-
cation process for every school,
from kindergarten through high
school. It will be introduced by
Ben Kallos, a Democrat who rep-
resents the Upper East Side, East
Midtown and Roosevelt Island.
Mr. Kallos said the bill might also
include prekindergarten.

“It's important that the public
school system serve every single
child, and when you only track en-
rollment, you are missing all the

Data is also sought on
where students are
coming from.

children who are being turned
away,” he said. “If we have pro-
grams that are incredibly popular,
the city should be making more

seats available in those pro-
grams.”
Mr. Kallos said that his

constituents routinely complain of
being turned away from nearby
prekindergarten classrooms or
gifted and talented programs, for

which they have qualified, be-
cause there is not enough room.
This legislation would show
where students end up when they
leave their neighborhoods to at-
tend school, as many do. Mr. Kal-
los said that most elementary
schools in his district were popu-
lated with students from the area,
but at Ella Baker School, at 317
East 67th Street, which serves
children from prekindergarten
through eighth grade, most of the
students are from elsewhere,
Daniel Dromm, a Democrat
who represents the ElImhurst and
Jackson Heights sections of
Queens, is the chairman of the
council’s education committee,
Mr. Dromm said residential data

could help inform policies to in-
crease diversity in the city school
system. Many neighborhoods are
segregated by race and by eco-
nomic class, and that segregation
affects the schools.

“This is particularly important
in the era of choice, that we have
this type of transparency, so we
have a better feel of how many
students are applying to which
schools,” he said.

The bill will be discussed Tues-
day at an education committee
hearing on school construction
and how the city decides where to
open schools and add seats.

A spokeswoman said the Edu-
cation Department was reviewing
the legislation,

EMON HASSAN FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES
Ben Kallos is expected to in-
troduce his bill on Wednesday.
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640 New Seats Planned

640 NEW SCHOOL SEATS
PLANNED FOR UES

U
; 66

City capital plan proposes $93

million profect t expand East Side =~
public school capacity ‘& Isaw alof of children being nmed
— |y away, which Is why I've bee
mwounoamoo o pushiing for these mnlunalmls
E' Council Member Ben Kallos
P

.Fhv\nn strict, said that
ats will most likely be loca

preference is for one large
school,” Kallos said, adding, *

on the work I've been dc

SCA 1o i
I believe tha

P.5.198, at 06th Street and Third

Avanus, received 243 applications
for SO available kindergarten seats in
2018, Local leaders are hopatul that the
EHON  city’s plan to add additional elementary
Othe . ohool seats on the Upper East Side
NOPes  will reduce overcrowding and result in
more students attending their school

The 640-seat Upper
cost an estim

according
propased capital plan. The

CONTINUED ON PAGE 18

Jewish women and girls light up
the world by lighting the Shabbat
candles every Friday evening

18 minutes before sunset

Friday, january 4th - 424 pm.
For more information visit
www.chabaduppereastside com
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GPS on School Buses
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Wrap Around Services

A Physiological:
A Breakfast After the Bell & Universal Lunch
A Universal Supper

Esteem

A Universal Afterschool You've acquired the skills
that lead to honor and recognition

A Safety, Love & Belonging

SAFETY

Home, sweet home

Masl owds Hierarchy
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Universal Free Lunch
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“ Elhe New Jork Times

City Schools
To Offer
All Students
Free Lunch

By SEAN PICCOLI
and ELIZABETH A. HARRIS

Lunch at New York City public
schools will be available free of
charge to all 11 million students
beginning this school year, Car-
men Farina, the schools chancel-
lor, said on Wednesday in the
basement cafeteria of a Hell's
Kitchen elementary school. The
new school year begins on Thurs-
day.

“This is about equity” Ms.
Farina said. “All communities
matter”

This move has been long sought
by food-policy advocates and
many members of the New York
City Council, who said that some
students would prefer to go hun-
gry rather than admit they cannot
afford to pay for lunch. Nationally,
the practice of “lunch shaming” —
holding children publicly account-
able for unpaid school lunch bills
— has garnered attention.

The vast majority of New York
City public school students are
poor: About 75 percent of them
had already qualified for free or
reduced-price lunches, officials

THENEW YORK TIMES NEW YORK THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 7, 2017

DAMON WINTER/THE NEW YORK TIMES

The salad bar offerings at Mott Hall Bridges Academy in Brownsville, Brooklyn. This school year,
all L1 million children in New York City’s public schools will be able to eat lunch free.

said, and in New York City those
who qualified for the lower cost re-
ceived it for free, as well. Still, the
new initiative will reach an addi-
tional 200,000 students and save
their families about $300 per year.
The full price for a school lunch is
SL.75 per day.

By offering free lunch to all stu-
dents, New York joins other major

NEW YORK CITY COUNCIL MEMBER

BEN KALLOS

cities including Boston, Chicago,
Detroit and Dallas, according to
Liz Accles, the executive director
of Community Food Advocates,
which had organized a campaign
in support of the policy. But New
York has far more schoolchildren
to feed than any of those cities.
City officials said the program
was not expected to cost the city
more money. The state recently

with lots of poor students.

Breakfast had already been free
systemwide, school officials said,
and the city's stand-alone middle
schools had a universal free-lunch
pilot in place since 2014 that fed an
additional 10,000 children who
would not necessarily have quali-
fied for free or discounted
lunches, officials said.

Among the parade of speakers
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Insting in Libraries
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Affordable Housing
Landlords Fail To List 50,000 N.Y.C. Apartments for Rent Limits

m PROPUBLIC A November 5, 2015

Owners are getting $100 million in property tax breaks while violating the law requiring
them to officially register...

THE WALL STREET JOURNAL. Pecemeerze-zor7 < 2

Bill Seeking Transparency in Affordable
Housing Passes New York City Councll
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Affordable Housing

[NEW, YORKDOSTg

Bill would require NYC developers to disclose
relationships with politicians January 8, 2019

g'll'}YI'SE‘ Councll bill aims to impose prevailing wage

vewvorc ON all city-subsidized projects ~ Januarys, 2019

Kallos countered that paying workers less than prevailing wage actually makes the
affordable housing crisis worse by creating demand for housing at deeper levels of
affordability. Al édm disappointed to | ea
affordabl e housing that they are buil di
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NYCHA Infill

This part of the
building does not
comply

T

e

1

[l

Holmes
Towers

Narrow street
standard sky
exposure plane
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COMPLETED PROJECTS

Andrew Haswell Green Park, 60th - 61st Street: $4.7 Million

In November 2017, we celebrated the completion of Andrew Haswell Green Park Phase 2A, a
$4,664,073 project that sits underneath the famous Alice Aycock “East River Round About.” The
work included extensive structural reconstruction, including accessibility improvements, decorative
pavement, chairs, game tables, plantings, and a new lawn to enjoy spectacular East River views.

Rockefeller University, 64th - 68th Street: $15 Million

Our first public/private partnership with Rockefeller University stemming from their new building
over the FDR has resulted in $15 million for a new East River Esplanade from 64th - 68th Street,
repaired seawalls, and a $1 million trust for maintenance in perpetuity. Visit the new Esplanade
with improved landscaping, new seating and lighting, designated bike lanes, and a new noise
barrier along the FDR Drive for a more peaceful park.

Hospital for Special Surgery, 70th - 72nd then to 78th Street: $1 Million

In 2015, | created a public/private partnership with the Hospital for Special Surgery to renovate

the Esplanade from 70th - 72nd Street, now improved with a Master Plan to continue north to 78th
Street. As a result, HSS agreed to develop a Master Plan for the East River Esplanade from 62nd
Street to 78th Street, in partnership with Rockefeller University, add noise barriers, a water fountain
and irrigation to keep plants alive, new planting beds, improved lighting, repaired railings, and new
seating and paving, along with a commitment to maintenance in perpetuity.

New 81st Street Pedestrian Bridge, 79th - 81st Street: $16 Million

Last year, we cut the ribbon on the East 8l1st Street pedestrian bridge, connecting the upper
Esplanade and John Finley Walk to the lower Esplanade. The $16 Million project replaced the
decrepit stairwell built half a century ago. The new bridge isn't just a ramp, but an amenity in and
of itself with glass viewing portals, rest points, and a garden below.

New Upper East Side Park Opens at 90th Street Pier

The 90th Street Pier, which was closed to the public, only visible through the bars of a gate, is
now a public park. Following my advocacy in partnership with Friends of the East River Esplanade,
other East Side elected officials, the Department of Transportation, and NYC Parks, we were able
to add more than 3,000 feet of park space to the East River Esplanade.
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The Brearley School Overhang
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NEW PROJECTS

East River Greenway, 53rd - 60th Street: $100 Million

We are connecting the East River Esplanade at 60th Street to Sutton Place Park South as we
continue to expand parkland in our district in support of a 32-mile contiguous park around the island
of Manhattan. The Mayor announced $100 million in funding last year, with designs already unveiled.

Sutton Place Parks, 56th - 57th Street: $846,000

Construction is already underway to connect Sutton Place Park to the pocket park at 56th Streets
with $675,000 from our office and the Council to replace a sandbox with a new play fountain and
$171,000 from our office for new security cameras to keep parks safe.

Brearley School Overhang, 82nd - 83rd Street: $1.5 Million

After two years of negotiations, we secured another public-private partnership with an investment

of over $1 million from Brearley to rehabilitate its overhang and maintain it in perpetuity. The plan

includes colorful new designs, contemporary lighting, green walls, new planters, and a partnership
with a local conservancy. Construction starts next summer.

East River Esplanade Repairs, 90th - 92nd Street and above: $35 Million

The East River Esplanade has been crumbling into the river for as long as | can remember. |
secured $35 million in 2014, and in 2017, we broke ground alongside Taskforce Co-Chair Congress
Member Maloney to begin rebuilding the Esplanade, starting with the area that collapsed behind
Gracie Mansion.
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Security Cameras
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GREATER NEW YORK

Construction Halted on Midtown Tower After Vote to Curb Skyscrapers

BY JOSH BARBANTL

Work on an 800-feot-tall
tower in East Midtown that
has been under construction
for six months has been halted
following a vote by the New
York City Council to limit sky-
scrapers in the area, in a win
for a grass-roots group that
sought to block the project,

Within minutes of the coun-
cil vote Thursday, the city’s De-
partment of Buildings posted a
“stop work” order on a ply-
wood fence at the construction
site on East 58th Street near
Sutton Place. Workers put
down their tools and left.

Construction of the tower,
known as Sutton 58, is opposed
by a group led by residents of a
450-foot-tall co-op known as
the Sovereign, which is across
the street from the site.

The East River 50s Alliance,
which worked with local

tion of tall towers on side
streets to protect the area
from oversize development.
The council’s move was un-
usual because it overruled a
provision adopted by the City
Planning Commission just two
weeks earlier that would have

r oA

allowed Sutton 58 to be built.

Jonathan Kalikow, presi-
dent of Gamma Real Estate,
which is building the tower,
said the council’s action would
immediately lead to the layoff
of more than 100 workers. He
said he would file an adminis-
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trative objection to the shut-
down with the city’s Board of
Standards and Appeals, but
the process could take six
months or more,

Mr. Kalikow put much of
the blame for the shmtdovm on
the local councilman, Ben Kal-

los, a Democrat, Mr. Kallos
signed the application for the
zoning change, along with the
East River 50s Alliance, and
pressed officials to expedite it.

Mr. Kallos's support was cru-
cial in the council as other
members followed his lead on
the issue, a courtesy usually ex-
tended on lecal land-use issues.

“T take full credit for it,”
Mr. Kallos said, after hearing
of Mr. Kalikow's complaints,
He said the developer is wel-
come to pursue his rights un-
der the law, but that eventu-
ally he might find there
already are too many super-
tall buildings “intended for
billionaires,”

The city rules allow & build-
ing to continue construction
after a zoning change only if
the foundation was complete,
Sutton 58 foundation work

' 'was 95% finished, and would

ress”™ had been made on the
foundation.

Beyond the immediate im-
pact on the site, real-estate ex-
ecutives were concerned that
the rezoning could have a
chilling effect on other devel-
opers. John Banks. president
on the Real Estate Board of
New York, an industry group,
said developers make “finan-
cial commitments of hundreds
of millions of dollars” based
on their right to build under
existing zoning rules,

Opponents of the Sutton 58
tower claimed victory,

“This action represents the
fulfillment of a yearslong ef-
fort,” said East River 50s Pres-
ident Alan Kersh, who lives
across the street from Sutton
38. “For us this was never
about just one building; it was
a districtwide effort to pre-
vent megatowers."

On Friday, a few workers at

i have been done in about 10
< days, Mr. Kalikow said,
He now has the right to ask

" £ “ 4 5 the Board of Standards and
T \ /. L/ A% % Appeals to reinstate the proj-
Workers secured the construction site on East 58th Street on Friday, a day after a ‘stop-work’ order. ect because “substantial prog-

the site were sweeping up
around long rows of steel bars
awaiting installation, but con-
struction was otherwise at a
standstill.

elected officials and spent
about $1 million on lawyers
and consultants, drafted a pro-
posed zoning change last vear
that would limit the construc-
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A Local Heroes
A Herndon Werth
A Charles Fetnandez

November 27, 2016

Community Groups on
Fight Proposed 956foot Tower
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